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MISSOULA-Sylvia E. Stevens of Dillon will be an alternate delegate for the first White House
Conference on Handicapped Individuals May 23-27 in Washington, D. C.
Stevens is a junior in business finance at the University of Montana, Missoula.
"The White House Conference represents the first attempt by the Federal government
to probe fully the needs of handicapped individuals throughout the United States,"
said Jack F. Smith, Conference Executive Director.

"It is the first time that disabled

Americans will have the opportunity to voice their concerns and exercise their rights
as citizens.

The primary objective of the Conference is to recommend policies and

program implementation so that all handicapped individuals will have the opportunity
for productive, independent living."
More than 3,500 recommendations from state and territorial conferences will be
discussed and voted on by more than 800 delegates.
To ensure consumer involvement at the National Conference, more than SO percent
of the delegates are handicapped, 25 percent are parents or guardians of the disabled,
and the remaining 25 percent are representatives of consumer and provider organizations,
business and labor, and the professions.
Conference activities will focus on five areas of concern to handicapped persons:
health, education, economics, social concerns, and special concerns such as civil rights
and the problems of minorities.
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